


Tales from the River

Working with volunteers and

communities to discover a

wide range of local stories

about the Brecks' Fen Edge

and Rivers, including personal

memories and oral histories,
D local myths and legends.
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> Managing the Margins

This project will act as a pilot
for integrated advice to local ..
landowners including

5] catchment sensitive farming,
management of sensitive
biodiversity, and archaeology.

) Includes funding for works.

—

Citizen Science

Involving volunteers in the
use of new technologies to
collect important biological
and environmental data
needed to protect freshwater
habitats in the Brecks.

River Raiders

Encouraging volunteers to
explore the history and impact
of the Vikings in the Brecks
through research and fieldwork.
The project will result in the
publication of an illustrated
report and volunteers will

also have a role in curating a
Viking-themed exhibition.

Heritage River Crafts

Engaging local communities
through woodland
management, experimental
archaeology and heritage
crafts workshops,
reconnecting West Stow's
Anglo-Saxon and Iron Age
settlement sites with their

i river valley landscape.
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Volunteering with us

Opportunities:

There will be many opportunities to volunteer directly for the BFER
projects and our partner organisations.

Broadly the BFER volunteering opportunities will fall into the
following categories (although these are not exhaustive!):
Conservation and Ecology
Historical/Archaeological Research and Interpretation
Historical and Archaeological Fieldwork
Assistance at Events
Keep an eye on our website, social media pages and newsletter

for further volunteering opportunities. Sign up to the newsletter
at: www.brecks.org

We will also be putting together an online volunteering hub to connect
volunteers with opportunities in the Brecks to suit their skills and
interests so look out for more information on our website.



Benefits:

Our volunteers are vital to the success of the BFER Landscape
Partnership Scheme. We want to make sure that you feel valued
and supported by us throughout your voluntary journey with us
and beyond.

You will:

Receive all the training you need to complete your voluntary tasks.

Learn new skills and develop existing ones, gaining positive
work experience.

Be a conservation champion for your local landscape history and
heritage and inspire others to enjoy and look after the Brecks.

Meet new, likeminded people and become part of a friendly and
supportive volunteering community.

Be invited to our volunteer celebration events in each year of
the Scheme.




Recording time

We couldn’t do this without you and your voluntary hours contribute
significantly to the progress of the Scheme. We report all the ‘in-kind’
support from our volunteers to the National Lottery Heritage Fund. You
or your project lead will be provided with, and will need to complete,
a timesheet of your hours worked and provide a brief description of
the task(s) you have carried out for us.

Claiming expenses

We don't want any of our volunteers to be out of pocket for their work
with us. Where appropriate, and with agreement from the project lead,
we hope to offer the opportunity for our volunteers to claim back
money spent on mileage, parking or public transport costs associated
with their work. Please check with project lead before incurring costs.
Further forms and resources regarding volunteer recording and
expenses can be found on our website:

www.brecks.org/bfer/ key-documents/key-files-for-partners/
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Evaluation

We are looking forward to hearing how you found your experience of
volunteering with us. Evaluating our impact is important to us and

you can help us to recognise our strengths and weaknesses. This will
allow us to demonstrate the value of volunteering both to the projects
themselves and to the wellbeing of our volunteers. It may even help us
to access further funding for future projects.

Support and troubleshooting

We hope that you will feel safe and supported while working with us. If
you have any issues or concerns please talk to your project lead on site
or contact the BFER delivery team directly at bferadmin@suffolk.gov.uk
/ 01473 265600.

We will go through specific risk assessments and health and safety
information at the start of each volunteering activity so that you know
what to expect and how to keep yourself safe.

If you have any suggestions for improvement please feel free to contact
the BFER delivery team.
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Contact us

Brecks Fen Edge & Rivers Landscape Partnership,
The Carnegie,

Cage Lane,

Thetford,

1P24 2DS

Phone: 01473 265600

Email: bferadmin@suffolk.gov.uk
www.brecks.org

Follow us on social media:

@ @TheBrecksLP

@ @TheBrecksLP
@TheBrecksLP



